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Deliberative and responsive governance

Deliberative governance as:

”… debate and discussion aimed at producing reasonable, well-
informed opinions in which participants are willing to revise 
preferences in light of discussion, new information, and claims 
made by fellow participants.”

Responsive governance as:

“… a government that is open and responsive to civil society and 
the private sector, one that is more accountable, and better 
regulated by external watchdogs and the law.”
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What do I mean by ‘professionalization’?
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How does professionalization manifest itself in NRG?

1. Management plans

2. Detailed and bureaucratic procedures 
for monitoring, record keeping and 
information dissemination

3. Links to wider networks of information 
gathering for national and international 
statistics

4. Capacity building needs
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What does professionalization do to the possibility 
of responsive and deliberative governance?
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Why is professionalization prominent in processes of NRG?
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Techno-bureaucratic doxa of 

natural resources professionals



Why is professionalization prominent in processes of NRG?
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Neoliberal environmental policy

PES, REDD+, FLEG-T etc.

http://www.wwfguianas.org/our_work/payment_for_ecosystem_services/



Why is professionalization prominent in processes of NRG?
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International development aid



Challenging professionalization: some examples
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Describing 20 years of donor-supported
and technically-framed efforts at 
implementing participatory forestry
without much progress on the ground



Challenging professionalization: some examples
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Linking the technical framing of 
participatory forestry to processes 
of elite capture at the village level
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Matumizi Endelevu ya Misitu ya Asili (MEMA) Permit No:
Iringa District (Rural)

Date:.........................

Permit 
This village has special sustainable utilisation of its forest.

Forest:....................................... Village:.............................................
Name:…..................................... P.O. Box:........................................
      .........................................    
Address:....................................
         ...................................... [Village stamp]

Products / Services Quantity Area

Tarehe ya mwisho ya kutumika kibali hiki:...........................................................................
Issued by:.................................... Approved by:...................................................
Title:……...................................... Title:………………...........................................

Signature:..................................... Signature:……….............................................
Prepared by MEMA-Projects, P.O. Box 148, Iringa Printed by: Multi-biz Systems & Supplies, P.O. Box 1386, Iringa

The monitoring system



Challenging professionalization: some examples
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Questioning the scientific rigor and 
usefulness of management plans to 
participatory forest management
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Concluding remarks

1. Professionalization presents a challenge to ideals of 
responsive and deliberative governance

2. The logic of professionalization in NRG is promoted by neo-
liberal environmental policies and the logics of development 
organizations and state bureaucracies

3. Social scientists have typically challenged professionalization 
tendencies by pointing to its social consequences (political 
ecology)

4. Another – more radical – approach is to question its basic 
foundation as rigorous, relevant and useful to NRG (STS) 
and/or its coevolvement with processes of socialization in 
professional organizations and training facilities 
(ethnography of development, STS)
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